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_ of Divines, now ſiting þy Ordinance 
of Parliamentat W eEsTMINSTE R, 
_ . | Concernity CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


The Preface. . | | 


of * Efus Chriſt upon whoſe ſhoulders the Government 
A\ s, whoſe name-is gue Wonderful, Counſellor, " 
: 3 + ww . : Mighty God &y aftins E he the Prince 9. 6,7. 

J of Peace, of the cucreaſe of whoſe Government and 

þ&\ Peace there tha} be no end,who fits upon the throne 
of David, and upon his Kingdom to order it,and te 
eſtabliſh it with Judgment and Juſtice, frem henceforth even for 
ever, having all power gtven unto him in Heaven and in Barth by Mart.28.18 
the Father, who raiſed him from the dead. and ſet him on his own _ 
Right Hand, far above all Principalities and Power, and Might and ©? 72+ 
Dominion, and every Name that is named, not only in this World, OT 
bat Ko in that which'is to come, and pur all things under his feet, wich Eph. 
and pave him to be the head over all things, ro the Church which 4 341.and 
is his Body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all ; He being aſcen- * 355-8 
ded up far above all Heavens, that he might fill all things, received 
vifts for his Church, and gave offices neceſſary for the edification 
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of þ tne G Corel] yrch miquey forth in 


Cor. T2. 2, 13 z28." ogethtr* 'with* "reſt 
of the Chapter. 


'The Miniſtry, os - and 7? RON of the New Teſtament, 
are given by Jeſus Chriſt to the General Church viſible, for the ga= 
thering and perfecting of 1 it. in this. life until his ſecond coming, 
x Cor. 12. 28, Eph. 4. 4,5. compared with verſ. IO, 11 IOTED 
15,16. of theſame Chapter -7 

Particular viſible Chutahes! Members of the General Church are 
alſo held forth in the new Teſtament, Gal.1. 21, 32. Rev. 1. 4. 20. 
and Rev. 2. I, copirnadhagy: 7 inthe Primigive: times were 
made up of viſjble Saints, viz. Of. ſuchas being of | age, ptofelſed 
faith in Chriſt, Fe obedience unto Chriſt, according -to the: Rule 


of Faith and Life taught by Chriſtand his Apaſtles ; And of their 
Childred, A&s-2. 38,41. As 2, verſclaſt, "compared with A&s 
5.14. 1 Cor. I. 2, compared with the 2 Cor. '9:13. Aﬀs 2.39. 1 


Gor.7.44- Roms. 11.16. and ſo forward, Mark 10.14. compared 
with Math.19.13,14. Luke 18.15,16. 


oft the Officers of- the (onrch. 


P He Officers which Chriſt hath appointed: fot the edificaion « of 
his Church, and the perfeQing of the'Saints, are,  _ 

Some extraordinary, as hos poranns Evangeliſts and Prophets which 

are ceaſed, =» 


| Others ordinary and perpenal, as Paſtors, Teacher, ani] Saks 
Church Governors ud4 Deacons: | 


Riſes gk 


Tt He Paſtor is-an CE ang perpetual; Officer in the Church, 
Fer. 3.15816,17«: Popbrenbg a the time o the Cog 1 
Pet.5.2,3,4. Eph.4:11,12,13. ;- bl. E! 
 Eurt, Ir belongs to his office; _ 
—_— pray for and with his flock as the mouth. of the people unto 
God,  Adts 6. 2,3,4: Abt [20 IG Where Preaching. WS 
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(43) 
are joyned as ſeveral parts of LL Office Zames 5. 14,15» 
The Office of the Elder; that is the Paſtor, is tb:pray for the ſick, 
even in private, to which a" bleſfir ing is eſpecially raed, much 
more therefore ought he to perform this mn the publick exccution 
vfh as a pate therbo?, ' 1 Corotdooorfe to rect 

| Fo rea the'Scripture publſekly, for the proof df:wwhich'; 5 

: 7. That the Prieſts and Lebires m the Jewiſh Chirek;were thiſt- 
ed with the publick reading of the Word, 281 is proved, Dent; Tz 
thy > Neb;8.1,2, and:13. © 

2, Thatthe Mmilters of the Goſpel hive as mk a Change aid 
Commiſlibn to' e the Word as wel as other *Qrdinances,) as 
the Prieſts and -Levites had under theLaw proved; 1/2. 66:2, 
Mat. 24..34+ where our Saviour intitulerh the Officers of the New 
Teſtament whom he wil ſend forth by the ſame names: of the. tea 
chers of the Old. : 

- Which Propoſitions prove, that therefore ( the duty being of a 
Moral nature} it - ano by juſt conſequence, that the publick 
Teadi of the Scr ipturecs belongeth ts the Paſtors Office. 

'Tofeed the Flock by Preaching of the Word according to which 
bbi is toteach, convince, rEPPove, exhort and comfort, x Tim.3. 2. 
"F TIMCS: 16,17. Tt.1.9. 

\ To Catechiſe,which is a plain laying down the adatiahes of the 
Orgclexof God, Heb. 5.12. or ot the Doctrine of ———_ _ oy 

part of Preachir 

To diſpence 4. 5 divine myſteries, -1 Cor. 4-132. - 


Xodbriniſtes he Sackeiherts, Aat..238.:19, 2C. Mark, WF Ms rs 


x6. I Cor.1.1,23,24325. compared with. 1 Cor. 10.16. . ©... 
To bleſs the People from God, Numb. 6. 23,24,25, P compa- 

red with Rev.14.5- (where the ſame bleſſings. and Þ 

whom they come are exprelly mentioned) 7/7.66.21. Where wn- 

der the names. of Prieſts and Levites to be continued under the 

Goſpel, are meant Evangelical Paſtors, who therefore axe by Office 

to bleſs the People, Dexti10.8.. 2 Cor.13.14; Eph.t.2. * 


To takecare of the. Poor, As 11. 30. Atts 4. 34: 35 36437 37- 
Adts, 6:2,3,4. Cor: 16. 1,2,3,4-. Gal. 2:9,10,* 


And he hath-alſo a- ruling power over the flock as a Paſtor, 1 


"Tow: Ore 20,19 atid28. '1'Thefſ, 5.12. Heb.13; 7517s 


| Teacher 


*erſons from 
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T eacher or Dofhor,. 


Tx: Serpre dork hour the mineand tl of Teacher, as 

ofthe Paſtor, i.Cor. Ty. 2 Epbeſc 4. Lt. FE | 
"Wbs alſo 6 Minter of che Word @ wel the Paſtor md hath | 
power ofadmiaiſtration of che Sacuments. 

The Lord having given different gifts, wad divers adncificcne. ! 
TINO OTE Word, Rem. 22.6, a5 | 
x Gor.4.2:1,4,5,6,7. Though theſe different gilts may meet in : 
accondigly be exerciſed by one and the ſame Miniſter, 3 Cori 463. 1 
= Toms. 4. 2 Tit... 9 kobe ſeveral Miniſders in the fame : 
ion, they maybe to ſeveral, acces 
ding to the different Taj in which cach of them dach moſt. exor, 
Roms. 12:6,7,8: I Pet.4.i0,1 1k. and hethat doth morc extalay ex- 

romeo EINER: and in chovat 
in-ſayers, t in applicationand s ome. — Agef 
ped cheota, may be called a Teacher, .or DoRtor' (the 
ledged by the Notation of the Word doth proveche pers 
Nevertheleſs, where is but one Miniſter in a particular Gongeepati- 
on, he is to petform;(o far as he is able,the whole work of the 'Mi- 


niſiry, as appeareth in che 2-7 3m.4.2. Tita1i9. before alledged, 
1 Tm. 6. 2. 


A Teacher or Doris of mol excite ale 5 in Schools, and 
Unyerſitics, as of old in-the Schools of the Prophets, and at Jcru- 
_ where Gamalicl and others taught as Dodtors.. 


Other Chnrch Governors. 


 $there were in the Jewiſh Ghucch, Elders f the 4 
I ned with the "ud and Os the mf rhe peple Io 
Chuck fs p—_—_ 2 Chre. 19. $, 9, 10.) So. Clxilt, who 
hath inſtituted a Government, and Governors Eccleſiaſtical ip the © 
Church, hath furniſhed ſome in his Cluxch, befide the Minilters of © 
the Word, with gifts for Government, and with commiſſion w # 
execute the ſame when called thereunto, who are to joyn with the 
Miniſter in the Government of the Church, Roms. 12. 7, 8. 1 Cor. . © 

12-28 which Officers, Reformed Churches commonly cal Elders, 


Deacons | 
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Deacon. 
_ doth hold out Deacors.s. diſint Obes in 
I the Chiefs, Pho. 1431 Gi yoo oe: is perpetual, 
I Tim. to-verſe 15: Als 6-1,2,3,4. To whale office it bee 
longs vot to preach the Wordor the Sacraments, but to 
take ſpecial care in diſtributing to-the rid thepor 4 
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 Ofpartieular Congregations 


Tetra endo tn OTE NEFN 
of Chriſtians to meet in-0ne Aſſembly op 
_— When Believers. —_ toluch a 

deeded ; Jeighaw- 


tions, | 
as unto. them, and the aro of Ry w_ 1 Cor. 
ke or 26.. Let all things be done untocdifying,, und verſes 33. 


"Fe of dividing Chriſtians into diltin& Congrega- 
nd hon for edifietion , is by che reſpeftive 


dwellings. 

Firlt, Becarle mbodwdtogrher, beivg bound jo all kind 2! 
efnont fences mate, have the bexter opporumiry theee- * Mat.33. 
by to diſcha | A ; whichinel wes popes, , for Chat ifs $u7, 
came not to deftroy the Law but to 

The Conmunionof Seiats raul} be fo ordered 25 mg 
Hand with the meft convenient uſe of the ordinanceg,. xl 
charge. of Moral, dyties. without reſpe& of Perſons, 1 (or. 24, 


 Hb.. 19, 24 #5. Jan. 
. The Paſir udilngls outs nec adi 


"phos 


k. ——— -  SAPRSENTEL Okkee, 


(8) 
Of the Officer: of a m_ Congregation, 


"Or Officers lia find}6C there onght ts? 
": heleaſt; both is" bout wicke Wendy Dottie, Sinks 


Riile, Prov.2g:ts. 11d £37; rb bg, LAACY XE'OO]- 32.48 4 


©iTtis alſo requiſite, that there hooldbedthers x tivjoyn in Goverai 
ment,: "Cori 2:28.51 © {1 7 


And likewiſe it is manlths, that haha othey to [cake pre | 


care for the relief of the poor, As 6.2, 3. 

The number of each of which is tobepropwrtioned according to 
the condition of the Congregation. 

:7.Theſe Officers are-to meer. together at . convenlent and ſet.times, 
for the welordering of the affairs of thas got tie ran 99h agcot- 

're/his Dice. © Tus 1 tity 3:1 Ga 53u VI. 

*7/'Te1s ineNt exppdicnt that iitheſe mnectingn -oneAy wok Of is 
Mr ds in-the-Word and Dodtiine; do: thaderate os procee 
"dings, ar: TWS ty." 6; AT. INK. 
HAT 4 [+2CE 0. T0 | «15 br POE 3g ; vals. 


£7 508 Ui hop nor pain tcday Colreſrion "ie 


bs e He ordinances in aſingle Congregation; are-Prayer, WENT] 
- © ving, and ſinging of Palins, Timi2-wer/10 1 Corl14ls, 
16. The hae read ng ugh there follow-no| immediate expli- 


7 {ation of what is read) . the: Word: ex omg pra /5870 Gate- 
ET "ehiling, the Sa&fanentsadminiſtred; maglefor 't the povr, 
- :.,, *difiniſſing .the-people with obleſng | 03 17 
AS Tt - 
YOf Church Gon ernment, andthe ever ſores f Aﬀemblic or 
1 the ſame 3 22 flo'a 5g 
TY OREN EY SD; Og 3; 10:0: airy 


Hriſt hath dfflinenta; 'Governnenty A Ec 

aſtical in the Chnrch, to that arpoſe the Apoſtles did imume- 

- dathitecervethe -kdy $frem ihe halide JelusChtfft, - and: did uſe 

: $@xetcile tRenvin ah the Chinchey 6bche \upon all occaſions. 

And Chriſt hath fince continuall ſome in his Chiych 

with gifts of Government; and vn — to- execute the 
fame when called thereunto. 


+ It islayful and agreeable to the Word of God, that the gy 


" I 
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 gaverned by! foverel forts'ef Ademblice, which are Congrags- 
oofer ood and Synodical, | Ee a, 


Of the power in Common of all theſe Aﬀemilier, 


T is laywfull and agreeable to the word of God, that the ſeveral 
Aﬀcmblies before mentioned have power to conyent and gall 
before them any perſon within their ſeveral bounds, whom the 
Ecclcfiaſtical bulineſs which is before them doth concern, proved 
by Mat. Chap. 18, | 

hv have power to hear and determine-fuch cauſes and differea- 
ce5as do orderly comme before them. " 

It islawfull and egzeeable to the Word of God, that all the ſaid 


Aſſemblies have ſome power to diſpence Church cenſures. 


Of Congregational Aſſemblies, that is, The meeting of the ruling 
| Officers of a particular Congregation for the Goverunent there- 


"He rulings Officers of a particular Congregation have power au- 
whoa. , to call before them any member of the « Congre- 
gation as they fhal ee juſt occaſian. 2 2 
To enquire ito the knowledg and ſpirituall eſtate of theſeveralf 
metgbers of the Congregation. ; 

To adinoniſh and rebuke. 

Which three branches are proved by Heb.1 3.17: 1 Th 
Ezek,34-4 42 | | 
* Authoritative fuſpenlion fromthe Lords Table, of a Perſon not 
yet calt out of the Church, is agreeable to the Scripture. 

Firſt , Becauſe the Ordinance i felf mult not be propha- . 


Secondly, Becauſe we are charged to withdraw from theſe that 
walk Jiforderly. 

Thirdly, Becauſe of the great fin and danger, both to him that 
comes unwortluly , and alſo to the whole Charch, Aſat.7.6. 2 
T heſ.3-6,14,15. t Cor.11.27. tothe end of the Chap. compared 
with Fude, verſe 23. I Tim.5.22. And there was power and au- 
thority under the Old Teſtament, to keep unclean perſons from 
; Erong Cowie 3-5» Namb. gy. $ Chron.23.19. * 

I 


- 


"Fol 2,1 3» 


oy 


J.s 


. Anthoritatively to ſuſpend 


"And allo after the diſperfion , 4ts 9.31. Chaps 12, 24, and 


| (ro). 
like Power and Authority by way of Analogie,continues un- 
der ene Ne , | - Congi OE ae Gl 
The Ruling Officers of a particular regation, have power 
om the Lords Table a Perſon not yet 


caſt out of the Church. « 
Firſt, Becauſe thoſe who have Authority to judg of, and admit 


 ſychagare fit to receive the Sacrament, have Authority to keep 
back ſuch as ſhal be found unworthy. 2X 


v 


Secondly, Becauſe it is an Eccleſiaſtical buſineſs of ordinary pra» 


' Riſe belonging to that Congregation. 


..Vihen Congregations are divided and fixed, they need all mu- 


- tual help one from another, both jn regard of their intrinſecal weak- 


nefſes and:mutual dependence ;, As alſo, in:regardof enemiesfrom 
without. FE. - | | 
Of Claſſical Aſſemblies,” © 
T He Scripture doth hold ont a. Presbytery ina Churctr, both in: 
' the firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, Chap. 4. verſ. 14. Andin AFs 
35. verſes 2.4,6. ab 
-: A Presbytery conſiſteth of Miniſters of the Word, and ſuch other 
publike Officers. as.are agreeable to,3and warranted by the Word 
of God,to be Charch Governours,to joyn with the Miniſters inthe 
Government of-the Church, as appeareth, Rom... 1 2.7,8. 1 Car.12.28. 
The Scripture doth hold forth, that many particular Congregati= 


- -ons may be under one Presbyterial Government. 


This propoſition is preved by inſtances. Ee, 
Firſt, Of the Church of Fer«/alem, which confiſteth: of more 
Congregations then one,” andal theſe Congregations were under 
one Presbyterial Government. : | 
£ This.appeareth thus. : 2 
Firft, The Chirch of 7eru{al:m confiſteth of more Congrega- 
tions then one, as is manifeſt, firſt : 
By the multitude of Believers mentioned in divers, 
. Both before the diſperſion of the Believers. there by mearis 
the perſecution ( mentioned.in the As of the Apoliles, Chap..L. 
m the beginning thereof.) witneſs, Chap..1. verſ. 11. Chap.2. 


verſ. 41. 46..and 47.. Cha « 4+ 4s Cha +F- 14, Cha 6. of the ſame 
3 op 3-4 7 Abe arb a need 


Chap. 
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ED (r1) 
Chap 21. verſe 20. of the ſame ſe, | 


Secondly , By the: many. Apoſtles and other Preachers in the | 
Church of Zernſalem : And it there were but one Copgregarion 
not 


there, theneeach 'Apoſile- Preached but ſeldom ; which w 


coll with Chap. 6. verſe 2. of the ſame Book of the 47 of the 
_.: RE IS . pI ; 
Thirdly, The diverſity of languages amongſt the B:lievers, men-. 


tioned both in the ſecond and ſixth Chapters of the 4#s, doth ar- 
gle More Congregations then one in that Church, y 


. & > 


Secondly, . All thoſe _—_— were under one Presbyrerial | 
2 


Government, becauſe : Firſt, They wereone Church, As 8.1. 
and Chap. 2. 47. compared with Chapter 5. 11. Chap. 12. 5. and 
Chap.15-4. of the ſame Book. : 

Secondly, The Elders of the Church are mentioned, As 11.30. 
Chap.15.4,6,22. and Chapter 21.17,18. of the ſame Book. 

Thirdly, The Apgſtles did the ordinary Adts of Presbyters, as 
Presbyters in that Kirk, which proverh a' Presbyterial- Church be- 
fore the diſperſion, Afts 6. 

. Fourthly, The, ſeveral Congregations in 7eru/alom being- one 
Church, the Elders of-that Chuxgchare mentioned-as meeting toge- 
ther far: afts of "Goycinment,: Afts 11. 30. AF#s15.4,6,22. and 
Chap: 2t« 17.18. and; ſo. forward ,--which proves that thoſe 
ſeverall Congregations were under one Presbyteriall Goyern- 

And whether theſe Congregations-were fixed or not fixed 
in- regard of 'Officetsor Members, it is all one as to: the truth of 
the Fnbaatiigy. ff]! 7D: 7 dh ents gr. 

Nor doth there appear any material difference betwixt the ſeve- 
ral Congregations in 7er»ſalems, and the many Congregations now 
in the ordinary condition of the Church, as to the point of fixed- 
neſs required of Officers or Members. | 

Thirdly,, Therefore the Scripture doth hold Yorth', that ma- 
ny Congregations may be -under one Presbyteriall Govern- 
ment. 
© Secondly, By the inftance of the Church of Epheſus, for, 
© T, That they were more Congregations then one in the Church 
of Epheſus, appears by A&s 20.31. where is mention of P4»ls con- 
tinuance at Epheſzs in Preaching for the ſpace of three years, and 
AQts 19.18,19,20, where the ſpecial effe& of the Word is mentt- 


ng » 
- 


B 2 | oned, 


— Y WW} 


II 


(12) 

- oned, and Ow: 10, and i7, of the ſame Chapter, where is a diſtm- 
Aon of Jews and Greeks,and 1 Cor.16.8. and-9, where « reafon of 
Pant; ftny at Ephoſia vnull Pemecoft, and ver(, 19. where is. men- 
rien ofa particular Chureh in the houſe of ' Aqui/a and Priſcilla: 
ther) kt Epheſie, bays , Al 18.19,24,26. all which lard to-, 
_ doth prove, that the multitudes of Believers did make more 
then one in the Clurch of —= We. 
2. That there were many Elders over theſe many Congregati- 
' ens, asone Flock; appexreth At 20.1 7,25,28,39,36,37+ | 

3. Thattheſe many were one Church, and _ 

= 


were under one Presbyteriall Governinent, ' 
Sci ſix verſes, joyned with 44s 20. verſe 17.18. 


Of Synodicall Aſemblies. 


He Seripture doth hold:out another ſort. of Aﬀemblies for: 
the Government of: the Church, beſide Caſfical and Con- 
gregational, all which wecall Synodical, 4: 15. Paſtors. 

and Teachers,and other urehGovenbes as alfo other fit perſons, 

when it hal be deemed expedient) aremembers of thoſe Aﬀemblics 
which we call Synodicall , where they have a lawful calling there- 
unto: 


Aſſemblies ma lawfull beo ſeveral ſorts, as Proviryy - 
Synodical y lawfully be of 


cial, Nationsl, and 
It islawfulznd a aprecable to che Word of God, that there be a 
aro, Cat Caſſ cal, ""-haaaams 


ſubordination of 
2] Aﬀerabligs for 


PI WS SEE 8] WIE SIP I SY AL? St pry * X  Y 


Of PE Ur of Alte. 


Nder the head of Ordination of Miniſters is to. be' con- 
Ro, either the DoArine ef Ordination, or the Power, 


mm 


Tuching 


(13) 
_ the Debtrin of ORDINATION,. 


mmought to take upon hin the office of » Miniſter of the 
one Tons og Fol! 3.37, Rom19,14515«1 

4; Heb.5.4. Sw 
LEE is xbw2yso be continued in the Clanch, Tiv..1, $» 
T Ta, 5.11,22.. | 
Ordination is the ſolemn ſetting apart of a perſon to ſome oubliel 
Churchoffice, Namd.$.10,11,14,29,22. A&s 6:3,5,6. 

Every Miniſter of the Word is to be ordained by impoſition of 
hands, and with Faſting, by thoſe Preaching Presbyters to - 
whom it doth belong, 1 Tim.5.22. Aﬀs 1423. Atts 13. 3. 

It is agreeable to the Word of God and very expedient, that 
ſuch asare to be ordained Miniſters, be deſigned to. ſoine par- 
ticular Church or other Miniſterial charge, Acts 14. 23s Tit. 15s 
Atts 20.17. and 28. 8 

He that is to be ordained Miniſter, muſt be duly qualified both 
for life and Minifterial TRE to therules k theApoitle, 
LTim.3. 2,345.6. and Tits 1-5,6,7,8,9 

He is to be examined and approved by thoſe by whom he is tobe. 
ordained, 1 7 5m.3.v.7. and 10.and Chap.5.v.22. 

No man is to be ordained a Minifter tor a particular Congrega- 
tion, if they of that Congregation can ſhew cauſe of gas 
apainkt him, 1 7a8.3.2 Ti. 1.7. 


| Torching the Power of ORDINATION. 


\Rdination is the at of a Presb ytery, 1 Tins. 4. I4. 

The power of ordering the whole work of Ordination, is. 
in the whole Presbytery, which, when it.is over more Congregati-. 
ons then one, Ee, theſe Congregations be fixed or not xed, 
_— of Officers or Members, it is indifferent as to the point of F 

con, 2.7 7m. 4. 14. 
Ri very requiſite rhat no ſingle Congregation that can convenie- 
ently aſſociate, do aflame to it ſelf all and ſole' power -ini Ordina«. 
tion. 
I.. Becauſe there is no example in Scripture, that fingle Con- 


__ grepation which might conveniently affociate, did ro it (af 
I Yandfe yomrrin Onda, nettheris there any rule which 


ns .B3 may - 


I, 


1 
2% 


ſalem, where were many Gongregations, theſe many Congregati- 


(14) 


may warrant ſich 2 practice. 
2. Becanſe there is in Scripture example of an Ordination in a 


Presbytery over divers Congregations ; As in the Church of Zer«- 


ons,” were under one- Presbytery, andthis Presbytery did ordain. 
The Preaching Prodhytets: orderly aſſociated Lirher in Cities or! 
neighbouring Villages, are thoſe to whom the impoſition-of Hands 


_ doth appertain for thoſe Congregations within their bounds reſpe- 


Qivel # 
oy . Fome other particular; concerning Church Go. 
wvernment, do Jet. remain unfiniſhed, whith fhal be, 

With all convenient ſpeed prepared and preſe ented to. 

this urine bw 6 
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Concerning the DoArinal part of Ordination 
| of MINISTERS. os 


.. Ward without alaw 


Yer. 14s 14. Hebe5uq | |; 
Ordination is alwaies to be continued] in the Church, Tit. þ 0 5, 


I Tim.5 21,22 


ul calling; John 3427. EOF: 10-24.16- 


Ordination is the ſolemn ſetting apart of a oerſon to ſome publick 


Church Ns Ne Sfoutt, I,14,19,22 Atts 6:3352Ge 
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Thehumble adviceofthe Aſſembly 


O manought to take u ; ro him the office of a Miniſter of the 
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- © Byery'Miniſterof the Word is tobe ordained by impoſition of 
hands, and Prayer with Faſting, by theſe Preaching Presbyrers: to 


% 


whom itdoth/belong, 1 7m5.22.: Atts 14-23. Alts 1343. : 


. * The power of ordering the whole work: of Ordination , is 


in the whole Presbytery, which,when.it is over more Congregati- 
ons then one, wherhis choſs Congregations be fixed or no: frncd, 
in regard of Officers or Members, it is indifferent as.to the point of 
Ordination, 1 Tim. 4. 14. - | ; | 
'- Tt is agreeable to the Word of God, and very expedient, that 
ſuch agare to: be ordained Miniſters, be deſigned - to fone par- 
ticular Church or other Miniſterial charge, As 14. 23. T it. 1.5, 


Afs:20.17.and:28. 


He that is.to be ordained” Miniſter, muſt be duly qualified both 
for life and Miniſterial abilities,according to therules of theApolte, 
I Tim.3. 2,3,4,5,6. and Tit. 1.5,6,7,8,9. 

He is to be examined-and approved of by thoſe by whom he is to 
be ordained, 1 71m. 37. 10.1 Tim 5422. 

No'man-1s to-be ordained'a Miniſter tor a particular Congrega- 
tion, if they of that Congregation can (hey juſt cauſe of exception 
againſt him, 1 Tim. 3-2. Tit, I. 7. | | 
- Preaching Pcesbyters.orderly aſſociated either in Cities or-Neigh- 
bouring Villages, are thoſe to. whom. the 1mpoſition of hands'doth 
appertain, for theſe Congregations. within their bounds reſpeRtive- 
ly, 1 Tim. 4. 14. | 


_ © Inextraordinary.caſes, ſomething extraordinary may-be done, 


until a ſetled order may be had, yet keeping as neer as poſſible may 


bertothe Rule, 2 Chro.:9.34,35,36: 2 Chro.30-2,3,4,5. 


There's at this time(as we humbly conceive)an extraordinary oc- 
_ for a- way of Ordination. for the preſent. ſupply of Mi- 
IS. 


Fhe Di-eftory for Orataation of 
AMinfeers. 


þ being manifeſt by the Word of God, that no-man ought to 

take upon him the Office of a Miniſter of the Goſpel; until he 

be lawfully called and ordained thereunto : And'that the work of 

Qrdination is to be performed:with all due care, wiſdom, gravity, 

and ſolemnity, we humbly tender theſe DireRions a8 requilite to be 
—_— NN oo gp RET LIM | 

Firſt, 


| _ 


4 


I'2.. 


Royle, te MII DIES  Pregbyrery | 


46 : 
"Fiſh, Hethatiato be ardatlattving ciches nominited by iths 


addreſs hunſelf to the 


ro enquure — 
of ſuch holineſs of life as is requiſite in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and 


to examine him.couching his lzarning and ſufficiency, and touching 
the evidences of his calling to the holy Miniſtry, and in particular, 
his fair and direR calling to that place. TA 


The Rules for Examination are theſa. 


1, That the party examined be dealt Withal in a Brotherly way, 
with milineſs of ſpirit, and with ſpecial refpelt to the gravity, 
modeſty, and quality of every ane. | | 

2. He foal be examined tenching hu chull i the Original tongues, 
and hes tryal to be made by reading the Hebrew and{Qreek T rite. 


ments and rengring ſane portion of ſome into Latine; Aud if hes 


defeltive in them,enquiry ſhal be made the more ſtrifly after higge 
ther learning, And whetber he hath chil is Logick and Philoſophy. 
. What Anthors is Divinity he bathreed, and is beſt acquain» 


red with; And tryal ſhal be nade in his kuowlcag of the grounds of | | 


Religion, and ability to defend the Orthegax Dottrine contawed 
is tham, agctnff all unſound and errovcaus opinions, ofþecially 
theſe of the preſent age : of his skil in the ſenſe and meaving of 

ſuchplaces of Scripture as ſhalbe propoſed unto him,in caſes of Con- 
ſcience, and in the Chronology of the Scripture, and the Eccleſs- 
aftical Hiftory, 

4. If he hath not before preached in publick,, with approbats- 
80-of ſuch das ave able towwdge, he faal gat « competent tine alſig- 
wed him, expounies before the Preſbytery [uch aplace of Scriy- 
tureds hal be given hi. HERE OS 
' 5+ He ral Wis Weitivn 4 comperemt Sine, frame & diſcausſe is 
duetine upon {te5b.4 Common place or Centrouerfie in Divinity as 
foal be aſſigned im, andexhibite to the Preſbytery ſuch T, Lie 
| a 


. 
wr 


Fl may the more earneſtly joyn in Prayer, 
O I; 


4 (17) 
a treprefs the ſum thereof, . and maintain a DiÞute mnpor; 
J * | $5 To | ' » he Dy . : 


3 6. He fbalpreach before the people, the Precbytery, or ſome of | 
the Maneraf 


ofthe. Word appointed by them, being preſent, 


7. Theproportion of hi gifts i» relation to the place unto Which | ; 


he 16. called, Jhal be Conſidered. 


" 8.-:Beſide the op of his gifts in Preaching, he fhal undergo an . 
* 


examination in the premiſes two ſeveral 


yes, and more, if the 
Prejbytery ſhal judg 


| it neceſſary, | 
9. And as for him that hath formerly ordained a Miniſter and 
z5 to be removed to angther chargeghe ſhal bring a Teſtimonial of 


his Ordination, and of his Abilities and Converſation, whereupon 
bu fitneſs for that place ſhal be:tryed by his Preahing there, (if it 


| foal be judged neceſſary) by a further examivation of him. 


In all which hebeing approyed, hes to be ſent to the Church 
where he is to ſerve, there to Preacly three ſeveral days, and to con- 
yerſe with the People;that they may have tryal of his Gifts for their 
edification,and may have time and occaſion to enquire into,and the 
better to know his life and converſation. PULL 
. In thelaſtof theſe three daysappointed for the tryal of his gifts 
in Preaching,” there (hal be ſent from the Presbytery to the © 


pation, a publick intimation in writing, which ſbal be publickly. ' 


read before the people ; And after affixed to the Church door, to 
ſignifie that ſuch a day,a competent number of the Members of that 
Cop— nominated by themſelves, ſhal appear before the 

yrery,to give their conſent and approbation to ſuch a man'to 


| betheir Miniſter, or otherwiſe to put in with all Chriſtian diſcre- 


tion and meekneſs.what win. way they have againſt him, and if 
upon the day appointed there be no juſt exception agal ſ him, bur 
the People give their conſent, then the Presbytery ſhal proceed to 
Ordi )ation. f 


| Upon the day appointed for Ordination, which is tobe per- 
formed in ow Cann /ot _=_ he that is to be ordained A 
ſerve, afolemn t by the Co ation, that they 

for a bleſſing upon the 
s. of Chriſt, and the labours of his Servant for 
4) their good. The epyony ſhall come to the place, 


or 


A 


ORSON 
or nfealt cfiret or four Miniſters of: the Wotd fhal be ſent thither. 
from-the Presbytery ; Of which one appointed by the Pregbyrery,: 
(hal Preach to __. concerning the office and duty of Mini- 
_ -"""_s how the people onghr:to receive chem fot their 

After the Sermon,. the Miniſter who -hath: Preached, ſhal in the 
fare of the Congregation, demand'of hum» who is now to be ordai- 
ned concerninghis faithinChriſtIcſus,and higperſwaſion of the truth 
| of the ReformedReligion according tothe Seriptare;His fineere 1+ 
tentions and ends in deſiring to-enter into thisCalling;His diligence 
in Praying, Reading, Meditation, Preaching, Mniftring the Sacra- 
ments, Diſcipline, and doing all Miniſterial Duties towards his 
Charge : His Zeal and Faichfulne&in maintaining the Truth of the 
Goſpcl, and Unity of the Church againſt Error and Schiſm ;- His. 
care that himſelf and his Family may be unblameable and examples 
tothe Block ; His willingneſs and -hamility in meckneſs of Spitir, 
to ſubmit unto the admonitiongef his Brethren and Diſcipline of 
' the Church ;. And his reſolution 
trouble and perſecution. EE) 
In all which having declared himfetf, - profeſſed his willingneſs 
and promiſed his endeavours by 'the help-of God ; The Miniſter 


Office. - - - 
; Which being 
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- Thisor the like forta of prayer and Mtg being anted, let the 

ini reach r of the great- 


merly ordained Predbyret 'actording to. the form of Ordinatian 
which: hath been in the Church. of England, which we hold for 
fiiſtrice to be valde, and not to be diſdaimed. by any who have 
eecivel "ir; Then there being a catitious proceeding in matters 
of Exathination, let him be admitted without” any :new Or- 
dination. | | | AAS 
*--And im cafe any Perſon already ordained Miniſter in Scotland or 
in any other Reformed Church, be dcligned to a Congregation in 
notand, he's to bringfrom that Chureh'to thePresbyrery here, 
within which that Congregation is, a ſufficient, teſtumonial of his 
Ordination, of hislife and converſation while helived with them, 
and ofthe ccanſes of his renioyal; And to undergo. ſuch a'tryal of 
his firmeſsand ſufficiency, and to have the ſamecourſe held with 
him in other particulars, as.is ſet down in the rule immediatly go- 
ing before tonehing Examination and Admilion.  - — —  - 
* "Thar Records 'be carefully kept in the ſeveral Pregbyteries of che 
names of the Perſons ordained with their . teſtimonials, the time 
and place of their Ordmation , of the Presbyters who did 'int- 
poder upon them. and of the charge to which they ate 
ſ __-::-:; TR: | | ea 
"That no Money or Gift,of what kind ſoever hal bereceived from 
the Perſonto be otdained, or from any, on his behalf, for Ordinati- 
on or ought elfe belonging to it, by any of the Presbytery, or any 
appertaining to any of them upon what pretence ſoever. 
" Thus far of ordinary rules and courſe of Ordination in the ordi- 
mary way : T hat which concerns the extraordinary way re- 
gniſite to be now prattiſed, followeth, 
C 2 


In 


IQ 
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I go 
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(20) 

In theſeprefent exigen aus we cannot haye any.Precbyteries 
formed up to their Wide power and work, and thatmany Mini- 
fters are to be ordained for the ſervice of the Armies and Navy, and 
too manyCongregations where there is no Miniſter at all;and where 
{by reaſon of the publike troubles) the people cannot either them-- 
ſaves enquire out and find out one who may be a faithful Miniſter 


for them, or have any with ſafety ſent unto them for ſuch a ſolemn. 
| tryal as was before mentioned in the ordinary Rules, eſpecially 


when therecan be noPresbyterynear unto them, to whom they may: 
addreſs themſelves, or which. may come or ſend to thema fit man 
to be ordained in that Congregation, and for that people.:.; And 
yet notwithſtanding, it is requiſite that Miniſters be ordained for 
them, .by ſome; who being ſet apart themſelves for the work of the 


Miniſtry, have power to joyn in the ſetting apart of others, who 
the 


are found fit and worthy. In thoſe caſes,until by Gods Bleſs 
aforeſaid difficulties,may be in ſome good meaſure remoye 
es nl Miniſters in or about the City of London, be defi 
by roy nique who being aflociated, may ordain Miniſters 
or the City, and the Vicinity, keeping asnear to the ordinary Rules 
forementioned, as poſsible they may : And let this aflociation 


3s ag 0-57 


befor no other anfent or purpoſe, but only fot the work of Ordi- 


nation. 
| Let the like aſſociation be made by the ſame authority in great 
Towns, and the Neighbouring Pariſhes in the ſeveral Countys, 
whichars at the preſent quiet and undiſturbed, todo the like 
the parts adjacent. | #2 


\ Fer ſich asare choſtnor appointedfor the ſervice of Fa Ar 2 


mics or Navie be ordained as aforeſaid, by the aſſociated Miniſters 
of Loxdon, or ſome others in the Country. : 

. Let them do the like, when any man ſhal duly and lawfully 
be recommended to them for the oy of ary Congregation, 
who cannot enjoy liberty to have a tryal of his parts a Ulitys, 
and defire the help. of ſuch Miniſters fo aſlocated, for the better 
furniſhing of them with ſacha Perſon, asby them ſhal be judged 
fitfor the ſervice of that Church and People. Eb ov 
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TE Preface. 


\5-f* Elus Chriſt upon whoſe ſhoulders the Government 
DV che Mighty God, the eyeing Father, the Prin 
| Mt , the everlaſting Father, the Prince. 
, of Peace, Ethe encreaſe of whoſe Government.and 
As Peace there ſhal beno end,who ſits upon the throne 
| of David, and upon his Kingdom to order it,and to. 
eſtabliſh it with Judgment and Juſtice, from heneeforth even for 
ever, having all power ge unto him in Heaven and in Earth by 
the Father, who raiſed him from the'dead and ſer him on his own 
Right Hand, far above all Principalitics and Power, and Mighe and. 
Dominion, and every Name that is named, not only in this World, 
but alſo in that which is to come, and put all things under his feer, 
and gave him to be the head over all things to the Church, which 
is his Body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all ; He being aſcen- 
ded up far aboye all Heavens, that he might fill all chings, received: 
gifts for his Church, and gave offices neceſſary for the edification 
of his Church, and perfeCting of his Saints, 
eh | Of the Church. 


"Here is one General Church viſible held forth in:the New: 
| Teſtament, unto which General Charch viſible, the Mi- 
niſtry, Oracles, and Ordinances of the New "Teſtament, are givers 
by Jeſus Chriſt, for the gathering and- perfeQting of the Saints in; 
thi life until. his ſecond coming. —o—@ D 
Particular viſible Churches, Members of the General Church are: 
alſo held forth in the new Teſtament, which Parcicular Churches. 
in the Primitive times were made;up of viſible Saints, viz. Of 
ſach as, being of age, profeſſed faith in Chriſt,and obedience unto 
Chriſt {according to the Rules of Faith and Life taught. by him 
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{ > inthe Church, and ets 
otro ok 


| oy wblameable 


roſthe Church” © ff 
; Lis were xiotiry Ones 


T6 whos OGeR bald and with his Block ;»To 


read the Scripture pablickly in wy Coamtion, whichris an holy | 


Ordinance in  ColChurck although there follow rio immediate ex- 
plication of what is read ; To preach the Ward, to be inſtant in ſea- 
ſon and out of ſeaſon ; To reprove, correct, nſtruc,rebuke,exhort, 
convince and comfort : One-Tpecial way of diſcharging which 
work of Preaching, is, by a plain laying down the firſt principles of 
the Otacles of God, which is {&alled Carethiſing ; to ad- 
miniſter the Sacratnents; inthe Name of God to leſs the people; 
Me Be Utefor be the poor: Add he hath {04 raling power ofer the 
ok 45% Pa 

"fa the Ser: rnf gre” offs fit the nate arid title of Teachbi, 
who jsa Miniſter of the Word;and hath power of adminiſtration of 
I and Difcipline, as Arher as = _ i} R 

e Lord ha' bg given,d iffereric pifts; and diverSexergi ACCO- 

ding! to ot Zi tho the Miniſters of the. Wor, chough theſe 816: 

ferent- gifts tniy'mect th, ant{actordir "exerciſed bytrwand 
the A Miniſt&,yet where there be ſever{l Minifters in'the/ifanſe 


Corigregation, they may be'defigned to ſeveratimployments;uocar- 


ding to the different gifts where in each of them m excel; And 


hes who'dath more excel in expoſition of Scripture, in racking 
ſou 5 hero 'and ith xr menus nhedoth it. ap-» 
plication,and is accordingly imployed rherein,: may beedledn 'Tex-' 
cher, or Door. Neverthe els, where there-is but one Miniſter ih n 
particularCongregati6, he is to patori,lofar as he is ay 
work of -the NOT, n __ 
A Tea is 
cnt ied p64 old in the Schools of the 
fakem, where Gamalizl and arhers taug ) 
It islikewiſe agreeable to,” and Warranted by.ch 
that fome'Grlierggblide the Miggll 
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— Deanna wink Orr che Church: Tombble of 


TY by clctin 
to | Ws poor, Y; . 
for,and i ning to them:wirh ion of the Elderfhip, thar 
none amongſt the be conſtrainedtobe begpers. 

The Deacons wiſe, ſober, grave, of honeſt report; and not . 
greedy of filthy lucre. 

Of rch Government, andthe ſeveral ſorts of Aſſemblies for 


_ the ſame. - 
Hriſt hath inſtituted a Government, and Governors Ecclefi- 
aſtical in the Charch,and to that purpoſe the Apoſtles did ime- 
diatly receive the - keys from the hand of Jeſus Chriſt, and did uſe 
& exerciſe them-inall the-Churches of the world upon all occafions. 
And Chriſt hath from time to:time farnifhed ſome in his Church 
with gifts of Government, and with commilsion to execute the 
Aame when called -rhereunto. 
It is. agreeable to and\warranted by the Word of God that fome 
ethers belide the Miniſters of the Word; be Church Governors, as 
c Was mentioned before. - - 
Eris lawful and agreeableto the Ward of God, that the Church 
= govemed by: ſeveral ſorts of Aﬀemblies ; Which are Presbyre- 
- =" AR Afſemblies, Congiegational, Claflical; and - 
nodes 
hi Seripture doth bokd out a Presbytery ina Churehgwhich! Pref- | 
conlifteth of Miniſters of the Word and choſe arher Church 
who are.to Jon with the Miniſters in the Government 
f the Church, tw 
"The Seripture doth hold out another ſort of Aﬀemblies for the 
Goverment of rhe Church, befides Claſſical: and Congregational, 
which we call.Synodical. 
Of the pawer in Common of all theſe Aſſemblies, and the order 
to be obſerved in them. 
os. is lawful and agrecable to the Word of God, that the ſeveral 
Tt Aflemblics, before mentioned, do convent and cal before them 
any perſon within their ſeveral bounds, whom the Eccleſiaſtical 
birkteſs which is before them ſhal concern, cither as a party,. or :a 
'witnefs, or otherwiſe, and to examine them according to the na- 
tare of the bufmefs. And that they do hear and determine fych 
cauſes ard differences as ſhal els come before them, and aCeot- 
dinghy di{pence Church cenſures, 


1t- 


Tris inoft expedient that in thoſe incetings; ne whoſe Office is 
Dome par omg ome —_— h " | 
dings, who is to vote as wel as thereſt of the members; To begin 
. and endevery meeting with prayer ; Topping, gut 
the votes, pronounce the Relolves:But not to do any aRt ofGovern- 

ment,unleſs in & joyntly with theAſſemblywhergf he is moderator. 
-  Allthe members of theſe Aſſemblies reſpeAively, are toatrend 


on the appointed days of their meetings, or to ſend the reaſon of 
- their abſence to bejudged « {eq peg, ge theyought tomeet. 
The final reſolutions ſhal be by the Major part of the votes of 
_ thoſe members who are preſent. . } ' | 
| 4 _ Of Particular Congregations. CL. 
is expedient that particular Congregations be fixed, both in 
_ ** their Officers and Mtes, which are.to meet in the ſame Af- 
 ſembly ordinarily for publike worſhip. Lead 
-. » When their number is great, that.chey cannot-conveniently meet 
in one place, it is expedient that they-be divided accordingto the 
. xeſpeMive bounds of their dwellings into' diſtin&t and fixed Con- 
. gregations, for the better adminiſtration of ſuch Ordinances as be- 
| long unto them, and the diſcharge of mutual duties, wherein all, 
according to their ſeveral place and callings,- are to Do io pe0- 
- mote what.ever appertains to the power of Godlineſs,and tof 
Religion, that-the whole Land in the ful extent of it, may become 
the Kingdom of the Lord and of his Chriſt. | ates 
"Parochial Congregations in this Kingdom, conſiſting of Miniſters 
_ and People, who profels faith in Chriſt, and obedience uato Chriſt, 
according to the rules of Faith and Life caught by kim and his Apo- 
ſles; and joyn together in the publick worſhip of hearing, praying, 
& adminiftration.of the Sacraments;are Churches truly conſtitured. 
If any p=rſon or perſon» in the Cungregation, do not anſwer his, or their 
' profeilion, butby open fin and wickednels croſs and deny ir, or if there be a 
want of ſome Ofhcers, or a fanful negleR of Officers in the due execution 
of Diſcipline ; . yer this doth nat make that Congregation ceaſe to be a 
Church, bur iequircs that there ſhould be a ſupply of Officers which are 
wanting; and a careful endcavout for the Refurmartion of the offended 


Perſon or Perſons, and'of negligent O flicers by Juſt cenſures, according 
ro the nature of the cauſe, | 


Communion and Memberſbip' in Cougregations thus conſtituted, not. 

, withſtanding the forementioned defeRs.is nor unlawful. . Ard to refuſe or 

.. renounce Memberſhip and Church-communion, or te ſeparate from 

Church communion with Congregations thus cunſtitured, as unlawful] rg 

' be joyned with, in regard of their conſtitution, is not warranted by the 
Wworceat Bod. fo =: | | 


—. 
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' Separation 
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E and Catechizing, 


= preſled: 


On PBT — 7D PO | 

| Separation from a Church thus conſliented, where the Go» 
vernment is lawfull, upon an opinion that it is unlawfull, and that 
therefore all the godly are alfo bound to ſeparate from all ſack 
Churches fo- ted and governed, and to joyn themſelves to 
another Church of another Conſtitution and Government, is 
not warranted by the word of Gad, but contrary to it. 

To gather Churches into an independent forme of Govern= 
ment out of Churches of a Presbyteriall forme of Government 


| is unlawfull, is not lawfull or warranted by the Word of God ; 
| Noris it lawfull for any member of a Parochiall Congregation, if 


the Ordinances be there adminiſtred in purity, to go and feek 


2 themelfewhere ordinarily. 


Of Ordinances in a particular Congregation. 


; '$ ——oxr jn a particular Congregation,arePrayer, Thankf- 
© 


g imging of Pſalms, readipg of the Word, Preaching 
adminiſtring the Sacraments, blefling the peo- 

ple in the'Name of God, and collefian for the Poor. - As for 

Difcipline, wee refer our felves to what wee have elſewhere ex 


- of the Officers af a particular Congregation. 


NN the Congregation there muft be fome who are ſet apart to 
bear Office » One at the leaſt to labour in the Word and Do- 
Qtrine, and to rule ; And let others be choſen ruling Elders ta 
Jjoyn with bim in Government. PEEIS 
When any ruling Elder is to be choſen, where an Elderſhipis 
conſtituted, let it bedoneby them, withrhe conſent and appro- 
bation of the peqple of that Congregation, and that not far a 
Itmited time For the exerciſe of their Office may be ſo ordered 
bye Elderfhip, as that their civill'imployments be leaſt hindred 
thereby. EE, | | 
Where there are many ruling Officers in a,particular Congree- 
gation, let ſome of them moe eſpecially atrend the inſpeQion of 
pne part, {qnie of another,” as may be moſt convenient. and let 
them at-fit; times viſit {the ſeverall Families for their fpirituall 


' Let there bealfo Deaconsto take ſpeciall care for the reliefe 
| of 
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with the conſent of the people: of that. Congregatign,z -and the 
continuance of them in that Office is to determined: by the Elder- 
ſhip, with the conſent of the Congregation, ſo 'asmay leaſt hin- 
der their civill imployment., © - I 


Theſe Officers are to meet together at convenient and, ſet times. | 


for the well ordering of the affairs of-that, Congregation, each 
according to his Office. . : LOA 


% 


E 


| The number of Elders and Deacons in each Congregation, is * 
to be proportioned according to the conditionof the-Congre- # 


gation. _ ... 


WS | - - . 


Of Congregation.:ll Elderfhips, or Aſſemblies for Governing 8 


in a particular Congregation. 


Tis Pace f Hderlhip confifiing of the-Miniſter,,on, % 


inifters, and the other ruling Officers of that Congreſa-; 
tion, hath power as they.ſhall ſeeJuſt occaſion to enquire into-the | 
knowledge and fpirituall eſtate of any member of the Congre= 
gation : To admoniſh and rebuke ; To ſuſpend from the Lords 
table ; though the perſon be not yet caſt'out of the Church; All . 
which is agreeable to the Word of God ; Although the truth of 
converſion and. regeneration be neceſſarj to every. worthy com- 
municant for his own comfort and benefit, yet thoſe onely are to 
be by the Elderſhip excluded,or ſuſpended from the Loids Table; 
whore found by them: to be ignorant or ſcandalous. | 
Where there are more fixed Miniſters then-one.in a Congrega- 
tion, it is expedient, that they moderate by courſe in that Elder- 


of Claſficall Aſſemblies. 


V V mutuall help one from: another, both in regard of their 
intrinſicall weakneſſe, and mutuall dependance : as alſo in regard. 

of Enemies from without. ID 
The Scripture doth hold forth; that many particular Congre-. 
gations may be under one Presbyteriall Government. _. ” 
A Claſlicall Presbytery is an Afembly.made up of Miniſters 0, 
the Word, and other raling Officers belonging unto ſeveral; 
Neighbouring Congregations, and doth ordinarily conſiſt of oy | 
£ . 


ERR © | bh 
of the poore, who are Wee be choſen; by che Elderſbſp, 


FX 7 Hen Conpregirions are divided and fixed, they need all * 
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the Paſtors and Teachers belonging to thoſe ſeverall Congrega- 


tions fo affociated, and of one of rhe other ruling Officers at the 


leaſt from every of the(ſe Congregations, to be ſent by their reſpe- 
Rive Presbyteries. - ; OR VI 2s 

' Letthem meet once every 'Moneth, or oftner, as occaſion ſhall 
require, in ſuch place as they ſhall judge moſt convenient. And 
beforethey fir about other butinefle, letthere be a Sermon or Ex» 
poſition of Scripture made by ſome Miniſter of that Claſſis or 
Expe&tant,-as they ſhall agree amongſt themſelves. | 

For the more orderly managing of ſuch affairs as come before 
them. ; let there be one Moderator choſen by the Claſlis at every 
meeting out of the Miniſters of the Word, who ſhall continue till 
NETS. ,..-...-- 

To the enabling them to' performe any- Claſſicall a& of Go- 
vernment or Ordination, there ſhall be there preſent a major parc 
at leaſt of the Miniſters of the whole Claſlis, 

EE I: belongeth unto Claſſicall Presbyteries, 

 To-conſider of, to debate. and to reſolve according to Gods 
Word ſuch cafes of conſcience, or other difficultics in Do&rine, as 
are brought unto them out of their aſſociation, according as they 
ſhall finde needfull for the good of the Churches. _— 

To examine and cenſure according to the Word any erroni- . 
ous Dodrine, which have been either publikely or privately vent- 
ed within their aſſociation, to the corrupting of the judgements of 
men, and to endeavour the converting and reducing of Recuſants, 
or any other in Erroer or Schiſme. - | 

To order all Ecclefiaſticall matters of common concernment 
within the bounds of their aſſociation. 

Totake cognizance of cauſes omitted or neglefted in particu- 
lar Congregations, and toreceive appeals from them. 

Todiſpencecenſures in caſes within their cognizance, by Ad- 
monition, Suſpenfion, or Excomniunication. 

To admonifſh or further to cenſure ſcandalous Miniſters whe- 
ther in Life or Dofrine, according to the nature of the offence, 
and thatnot only for ſuch offences, ftorwhich any other Member 
of the Congregation ſhall incur any cenſure of the Church ( in 
which caſe he is to be cenſured by the Claſlis with the like cenſure 
for the like offence) bur likewiſe particularly for Symony, -en- 
tering Into any Miniſteriall charge, without allowance of autho- 
rity, falſe Doctrine, affe&ed lightnefle and vanity in Preaching, 

*  wilfull 


PAY. T 


_ 


. £18 
wilfull negle& of Preaching, or 0 performance of it, wilfull | 
Non-refidence from his Charge without call or caufe approved 
by the Clafſis, negle& of adminiſtration of the Sacraments, or 
other Minifteriall duties required of him in the Dire&ory of Wor-. 
ſhip,depraving andſpeaking reproachfully againft the wholeſome 
as wh authority ſetled in the Church, caſting reproach upon. 


the power of Godlineſſe, which he by his office ought chiefly to. 
omote., Yet ſa as that no Miniſter be depoſed, but by the refo- 
ution of a Synode. rant CY oi 
To examine, ordain, and admit Miniſters for the. Congregati- 
ons reſpeCvely therein affociated, according to the advice for-. 
merly ſent up to the Honourable Houſes of Parliament... * 


| of Synadicall Aſſemblies. 


Ynodicall Afſembliesdo confift of Paſtors, Teachiers, Charck- 

Governours, and other fit Perſons ( when it. {ball be deemed' 
expedient ) where they have a.lawfull calling thereunto. _ 

Theſe Afſemblies have Ecclefiafticall power and authority to- 
judge and determine controverfies.of Faith and cafes of Conſci«. 
ence according to the Word; Rn ge 
» They may. alſo lawfully excommunicate and diſpence other 
,. -Churchcenſures, _- | 
 - Synodicall Afﬀemblies. are of. ſeverall ſorts, viz. Provincial, 
Nationall, Qecumenicall. 7 2 


of Provinciall Aſſemblies. | 


ES Provinciall Aſſemblies generally be bounded according to 
the civill diviſion ofthe Kingdome, into Counties : and where 
any very great Ccunties aredivided within themſelves,let the Pro- 
ea vi Afemblies follow theſe divifions, as in the Ridings of 
ork (hire. We | 
Provinciall Aſſemblies confiſt of Delegats ſent from ſeverall 
Clafſes within that Province. ; whoſe number ſhall exceed the. 
number of any one Claſficall Presbytery within that Province : 
And to that end, there ſhall be at the leaft two Miniſters, and two. 
ruling Elders out of every Clafſis, and where it ſhall appear ne< 
ceſſary to encreaſe the number, let it not exceed fox of each from 

any one Claſlis 
| Lex ; 
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k his people; that the Godly be not leavened wit 


; (19) IF S 
+ Let theſe Aſſemblies meer twice every year: And-for enabling 


"them unto any a& of Government, let there be a major part at 
leaſt of the Miniſters delegated from the ſeverall Claſſes. 


- 


Of the Nationall Aſſembly. 


Tz Nationall Aſſembly conſiſts of Miniſters and Ruling El- 
L ders delegated from each Provinciall Afdembly. The number 
of which delegats ſhall.-be three Miniſters, and three Ruling El1- 
ders out of every Province, and five Learned and Godly Perſons 
from each Univerſity. - 

Let this Aſſembly meet once every year, and oftner if there ſhall 
be cauſe, Fi | 

The firſt time to be appointed by the Honourable Houſes of 
Parliament. ED 


Of the ſubordination of theſe Aſſemblies.. 


FT is lawful and agreeable to the Word of God, that there be a 
ſabordination of Congregationall, Claſlicall, Provinciall, and 
Nationall Afemblies for the Government of the Charch, that ſo 
appeals may be made from the inferiour to the ſuperiour re- 
ſpeftively.” | | 
The Provinciall and Nationall Aſſemblies, are to have the ſame 
power in all points of Government and cenſures, brovght before 
them within their ſeverall bounds reſpeQively, as is before ex- 


7 | preſſed to belong to Claflicall Presbyteries within their ſeverall 


aflociations. 


—_— a 


The Dire&ory for Church cenſures.. 


LP Hurch cenſures and Diſcipline, for judging and —_ 
4 BY, M! moving of offences, being of great uſe and neceſſity 
AL | in the Church, that the name of God, by reaſon of- 


4 
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\ "aw 7] ungodly and wicked perſons living in the Church 
apr? b. not blaſphemed, nor his-wrath provned againſt 
ith, but preſerved 

from the-contagion, and Agicken with fear; and- that the we 

E 3 who: 


"= Sos) in. ans 


.. Who are to be cenſured, may be ſhamed, to the deſtra&ion of the 
ficſh, and ſaving of the Spirir in the day of the Lord Jeſus ; We 
judge this courſe of proceeding therein to be requiſite, © | _ 


The crder of proceeding with *ffenders who before exeom- 


munication manifeſi Repent ances. 


V VV Hen the offence is private, the order of admonition pre- 
'V YV ſcribed by our Lord, 44at. 15. 15. is in all wiſedome and 
love to be obferved, that the offendec may either be recovered by 
Repentance; Or, if he adde obſtinacie or contempt to his fault, 
he may be but off by Excommunication. 5 = I 

If che finne be publikely ſcandalous, and the ſinner being exit Þ 
mined, be judged te have the-fignes ofunfeigned Repentance, and i 
nothing jultly obje&ed againſt it, when made known to the peo- 
ple, let him be admitted to publike confeſlion of his finne, and 
manfeſtatton of his Repentance before the Congregation. 

When the penitent is. brought befare the Congregatian, the 
Minitter is to declare his finne, whereby hehath 'provoked Gods 
wrath, and offended his People, his conteſlion of it, and profeſſion 
of unfeigned Repentance for it, and of his reſolution q through 
the {trength of Chriſt ) to finne.no more, and his deſire of their 
Prayers for mercy, and grace to. be kept from falling again into 
that or any the like finne : Of all which the penitent alfo is to 
make a full and free expreſfion, according to his ability” © 

Which being done, the-Miniſter, after prayer to God for the 
penitent, is to admoniſh him to walk circumſpe&tly, and the peoe 
ple to make a right uſe of his fall, and riſing again ; and fo, to 
declarethat the congregation reſteth ſatisfied... . Se 


© The order of proceeding to Excommunication. 


Xcotmmunication being a ſhutting out of a Perfon. from the 
E Communion of the Church ( and theretore the greateſt and 
laſt cenſure, of the Church) ought not to be inflicted without 
great and mature deliberation, nor cill all other good meanes have 
been aſlayed. 
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Such errors as ſubvert the Faith, or any other errors which 
overthrow the power of Godlinefle, if the party who holds them, 
ſpread them, ſeeking to draw others after him; and fuch finnes | 
Thee, | Es in 
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Cong: 5 | 
in praQtife, as cauſe the Name and Truth of God to be blaſphe. 
med, and cannot ſtand with the power of Godlineſſe, and ſuch 
praiſes as in their own nature manifeſtly ſubvert that Order, - 
« Unity, and Peace, which Chrilt hath eſtabliſhed in his Church ; 
KH Thoſebeingpublikely known, to the juſt ſcandall of the Church, 
the ſentence of Excommunication ſhall proceed' according, to the - 
Diredofy:., - : Bb Tt 

But the perſons who hold other errours in judgement about 
points wherein learned and godly men poſſibly may, or do differ, 
4 j and which ſubyery not the Faith', nor are deſtruftive to godli- 
+» KM neſfle; Orthat be guilty of ſuch finnes of infirmity , as are com- 
J 'Z monly found in the children of Gcd ; Or, being otherwiſe. found 

Z inthe Faith, and holy in life (and ſo not falling under cenſure 
4. 9 bythe former Rules) endeavourto keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
4 the bond of peace, and do yet out of conſcience not come up to 
= the obſervation of all thoſe rules, which are or ſhall be eſtablithed: 
4 & by Authority for regulating the ourward Worſhip of God, and 

= Government of his Church, we do not diſcerne to be ſuch againit 
1. = whomthe ſentence of Excommunication for theſe cauſes ſhould 
1, | bedenounced.| | 
7 _When the inne becomes publike and juſtly ſcandalous, the of- 
h & fender is to be dealt withall by the Elderſhip, to bring him toRe- 
2 | pentance, and toſuch a manifeſtation thereof, as that his Repen- 


- Y tance may be publice as the ſcandall : Bur it he remaine obſtinate, 
to) | beisatlaſt ro be excommunicated, and in the meanetime to. be. e 
.- Z ſuſpended from theLords Supper. 
he * And WHCrcas there be divers and various judgements touching {2 
os {| the power of Excommunication,. and the proper: ſubject thereof, © If 
to | we conceive that for clearing of difficulties, ovoiding of offences, 4 

{ preſervation of-peace, and ſuch like, theſe following Dice&ions are | 


|. fit to beobſerved. | | 
* Inthegreat anddifſicult caſes of Excommunication , whether 
!7 concerning doftrine or converſation, the Claſſicall Presbytery up-- 
he 8 on the knowledge thereof, may examine the perſon, conſider the- 
ag } nature of the offence, with the aggravations thereof : and as they 
+ BR ſhallſcejuſtcauſe,. may declare and diſcerne that he is to be ex- 
23 communicated, which ſhall be done by. the Elderſhip of that Con- 
| gregatian whereof. he is a-member, with the conſent of. the Con» 
27 gregation, in this or the like manner. | 
— 3} Asthereſhallbecauſe, ſeverall publick admonitions ſhall be 


in 


PPS (22) ETON 
-$ivent to the offender (if he appear) and prayers made for him, 


When the offence is ſo hainous that it cryes to Heaven for 


vengeance , waſteth the conſcience, and is generally ſcandalous, 


the cenſures of the church may proceed with more expedition. 
'In the admonitions , let the La be charged upon the offender, 
with the cleare evidence of the guile thereof ; Then let the nature 
of his ſinne, the particular aggravations of ic, the puniſhments 
and curſes threatned againſt it, thedanger of impenirency , eſpe- 


 Cially after ſuch meanes uſed, the wofull condition of them caſt 


Speak:this FFhereas thou N. haſt bees by ſufficient proofe comviGed of (here mens : 
tion the Sin) and, after due admonition and prayer remaineſt obſtinate, 
without any evidence or ſigne of true repentance ; Therefore, in the name- 
of the Lord Feſus Chyiſt, and before this Congreg ation, I pronounce and 

declare thee N. excommunicated , and ſhut -ont from communion of the 


in the 


_ - third Per- 


ſon,if the 
party be 
abſent, 


out from the favour of God and communion of the Saints , the 


great mercy of God in Chriſt tothe penitent, how ready and wil- 


ling Chrilt is to forgive, and the Church to accept him upon his 


ſerious repentance ; Let theſe or the like particulars be urged up- 
.on him, out of ſome ſuitable places of the holy Scriptures. 


 Fhe ſameparticulars may be mentioned in Prayer, wherein the 
this admonition-to him,and to af-- 


Lord is to be intreated to b 
fe& his heart with the conſideration of theſe things, thereby to 
bring him unto true repentance. gy 


If upon the laſt admonition and prayer there be no'evidence' 
nor.ſfigne of his repentance, let the dreadtull ſentence of Excom- 
munication be pronounced,with calling upon the name of God, in. 


theſe or the lixe expreſtions. 


faithful. 
Let the prayer accompanying Sentence be to this effeCt, 


That God who hath 
offences, and reducing of obſtinate ſinners, would be 


bath apprinted it, thad#his ret aining-of w#-0 


ting him ont of the*Chureb, may-fill him-with: jeare and ſhame, and 
break bis obſtinate beart, an be.a means to deſtroy-the fleſh, un ro re-!' 
cover him from the power of the devill, thas his ſpirit may yet be ſaved,. 
that others alſomay be ſtricken with feave, and'not dare40 finue ſo pre- 


appointed this terible Sentence | for 7 emovin : ” q 
preſent with this | 
bis ord nance, to make it effewall to all theſe holy ends , for which be. 


of 


may repent and live, for 


þ he” Is ST 
» Ss Edo 


: ſumptuouſly, and that all Fn c ) Teaven being purged out of th e 
- Church (which is the houſe of God )Jeſu« Chriſt may delight to dwell 
- inthe midft of them, . © | | 

After the denunciation of this Sentence, thepeople are to be 
warned, that they hold him. to be caſt out of the communion of 
the Church; and to ſhun all communion with 'him. Neverthe- 
lefſe, Excommunication diffolveth not the bonds of civill or natu- 
rall relations, nor exempt from theduties belonging to them. 

" This ſentenceis likewiſe to be made known, not: only to that, 


| but to any other Claſſis or Congregation,as occaſion ſhall require, 


by reaſon of his abode or converfing with them. 
| © The order of proceeding to Abſolution, 


þ after excommunication, the ſignes of repentance + + jou inthe 
excommunicated perſon, ſuch as godly ſorrow for fin,as having- 
thereby incurred Gods heavy diſpleaſure, occafioned griefe to his 
brethren, and juſtly provoked them to caſt him out of their com- 
munion 3 _— with a full purpoſe-of heart to turne from his 
fig unto God, and to reforme what hath been amiſſe in him ; with 
an;humble deſire of recovering his peace with God and his peo- 
ple and to be reſtored to the light of Gods countenance, and the 
communion of the Church ; he is of be brought before the Con- 
regation, and there alſo to make free confeſſion of his fin , with 
Crow for it, to call upon God for mercy in Chriſt; to ſeck to be 


reſtored to the communiqn of the Church; promiling to God new 


obedience, and to them'more holy and circumſpe& walking as be- 
cometh the Goſpell : He is to be pronounced in the Name of 
Chrift abſolved and.free from the cenſures of the Church , and 
declared to have right. to all the Ordinances of Chriſt, with prai- 
fing of God for his Grace, and Prayer that he may be fully ac- 
cepted to his favour, and heare joy. and gladnefle, ro this effe&. 

Topraiſe God who _—_ not in the death of' a finner , but that be 

bleſſing the Ordinnce of Excommunic ution, and 

making it effeuall by bis Syirit, to the recovering of this offender ; To 
magnifie the mercy of God through Feſwe Chriſt-in pardoning and recei- 
ving to bis favour, the moſt grievous offenders, whenſoever they unfainedly 
repent and forſake their ſinnes. | | 

To pray for aſſurance of mercy and forgiveneſſe to this Penitent , and 


| Jo to bleſſe bis Ordinance of Abſolution, that he may finde bimſc!F 1:oſcd 
| F 
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thereby 3 ud that the Lord wu tdft « rips and ſtreagiben. bim 


by bis Spirit, that being ſound inthe foiph, and hol inall mazyer of Co 
LA ESL God may Rs, the hurch edified, and bimfalf Javed #1 
the dy of the Lad Ione. - oo of 7 7322-1 
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Then {ball follow the ſentence of Abſolution, in theſe 
' .. erthe like words. No 


Whereas thou N. haſt for thy fiune been ſhut out from the Commuanion of 
the faithful}, and haſt now manifeſtes thy repent once, mubergin the Cherub 
reſteth ſatisfied, In the Name of. Jeſus Chrift, before this Cangregatinny 
I pronounce and declare thee abſolved from the ſentence of Excommunica- 
tim formerly denounced againſt thee,” and do receive thee tothe Communis« 
on of the Ghurch, and the free uſe of all #be Ordinances of Chriſt , that 
thau mayeſt be partakers of oll his benefits to thy eternall ſalvation. . * 


After this Sentence of Abſolution, the Miniſter ſpeaketh to him : 
as to a Brother, exhorting himto watch and pray, or comforting . 
him,if there be need, the elders embrace him, and che whole Con- 
gregation: holdeth communion with him a8 one of. theic own... '- 
Itheughit be the duty of Paftors and other ruling-officers to - 
uſe all diligence and vigilancy both by DoArine and Diſcipline res 
ſpeCtively for the preventing and purging out ſuch Errors, Herefies, 
Schiſmes, and ſcandals, as tend to «4 detriment and diſturbance 
| of the Church : Yer becauſe it may fall out through che pride : 
and ſiubbornnefle of offenders, that theſe meanes alone will not 
- \'beeffeCtua)l to that purpole ; It is therefore necef{ary,after all this 
to implore the aid of the Civill Magiſtrate, who ought toufe his | 
coercive power far the ſappreſling of all ſuch offences , and'vindi» / 
cating the diſcipline of the Church feom contempt. ' 


a 


of Ordination of Miniſters. 


| Derm no man ought to take upon him the office of a Minifter 
of the Werd without a lawfull Call, therefore, Ordination 
which is the ſolemne ſetting apart of a perſon, unto ſome publike 
Church office, is alwaies to be continued in the Church. | 
When he who is to be ordained Miniſter, hath been fic duely. 
examined touching his fitneſfe, both for life and Minikeriall abili- 
ties, according to the rules of the Apoltle, by thoſe who are to 
GEE: ordaine 
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x fin. a and hah beer hem punhoving Ay Is 7g 

| & by impol ion of hands and prayer with faſting. 
befound unfie, heis-not a 2 ; Lrleviry T 6: \ 
tothe: Word, and very expedient, that ſuck-avare 
zed Miniſters bedefignedto :ſome particular Churcti, 
or other Minitteriall charge. - © oo FONTS AT 
- | Ordination isthea&of a Pregbyterie unto whith/the Power of 
ordeting the whole worke belongs ; yet fo as that the preaching 


| Peobycers orderly allociated tither iniCities, or iti neighbouring 


; ar6cthoſe'ro whomtheimpoſttion of 'rndb' doth apper= 
can, forthoſ>' Congregation wizhin thelr bounds reſpethirel. 
And therefore it iy very requiſite: that! no ſingle Congregation 
which can conveniently affociate, do aſſume to it ſelf all and ſole 
power in Ordation.. 7 a 


.No perſon or perſons may or ought to nominate, appoint , or 


_ 'chnſe any'mars ts be a Miniſter for a'Conprepation, who's net fit 
and abfeforthat worke': Arid if afy-unfit nan be nomitiated to 


the Claflicall Presbytery, they are to refuſe to admit him.  - + 

"When any Miniſter is tobe ordained for a' particular Copgre- 
gatiort, or tranſlated fron: one'pluce to another, 'the people of 
that Congregation to whithhe isrobe ordiinet'or adimitted;ſhatl 
have riotice of it; and'if' ehey ſhew Joſt cauſe of exception againſt 
him, he is not to be ordainedor admitted; And in-the meanetiime 


ill one be admitted, the Presbytery ſhall provide for che ſapply of 


the Congregation, © * qa (on 5D Teapot es 

* The Congregation, if they conceive themſelves wronged by 
any at of the Presbytery, ſhall have liberty ro appeal 'to the \next 
Synod, which upon hearing of the matter; ſhall judge as the cauſe 
ſhall require” + T 


© The DireGory for 0rdinationof Miniſters. OD, 


T being manifeſt bythe Word of God'that' no: man ought to 
T'take upon him the office of a'Miniſter of the Goſpell untill he 
be lawfully called and- ordained thereunto, and that the work' of 
Ordination is to be performed with all due care; wiſdome, gtavi- 
ty, and ſolemnity ; we humbly tender theſe DireQions as requiſite 
tobe obſerved, © 

_ He thats to be ordained, being either nominated by the peo-' 
plezor otherwiſe commended to the Presbytery for any place, muſt 
Dy 3 F 2 pO addreſſe 
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addrefſe: himſelfe to the Pin and bring with: kin & teſtie 
moniall of his taking the Covenant of the three. Kingdoms, of bis 
diligence and proficiency in his Sudies, what: degrees he hath ta- 
ken in' the Univerſity, and what:+bath been the time. of hisiabode 

| there, and withall of bis agt; which: is-e0; be. foure and- eventy 
yeares, but eſpecially of his Rin and coverſation; {1 + 1, 

2. Which:being conſidered by the Presbyterie, they are topro- 

ceed to enquire touching the Grace of God in hirh, and whether 
he be of ſuch holineſſe of life as is requiſite in a Miniſter, of: the 
Goſpel : And'to examine him touching -hisJearning and ſufficien- 
cy : and touching the evidences of his calling:to the holy-Miniſte- | 
bad and in. particular his fairand direft calling to that _ 


The Rulesfor examination are theſe. 


” 4 laden ha 0 brother, way, with milduſ f 
ſpirit, and with ſpeciall reſþe& to the gout, mode yy and. : of 
exery 0Ne... 

-.4 ſhall be examined touching his okall 5 In. the Original tongues, 
and the tryall to be made by reading. tbe, Hebrew aud Greek Teſtaments, 


and rendring ſome partian of them into Latine ; - and if be.be defeCtive int 
them, enquiry ſhall be made the more. ſtriftly after bis other learning, and 
whether be bath «hilt in- Logick aud Philoſophy. |} 
3 What Amthors in Divinity be hath a AY TH beſt acquainted 
with ; And tryall ſhall be made of bis knowledge in the chief grounds of 
Religion, _ of his ahility to, defend the Orthodox Dofrine contained in 
Fg againſt all unſound Ao err onzous opinions, eſpecially. thoſe, of the 
preſent age : of bis.skill:in the fence. and meaning of ſuch places of Scrip- 
ture as ſball be-propoſed to him in caſes of Conſcience, in the Chronologie 
of Scripture, and the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 

4. {if be hath not- 7 puts i4 publike, with approbation of ſuch as are 
able zo judge, he ſhall at acompetent time a ſigned bim, expound before the 
Presbitery ſuch 4 = of Scripture as ſhall be given him, 

5 He.ſhall alſo within a competent: time, frame a diſcourſe in Lakes 
pon ſuch a.Common Place or Controver ſie in Divinity. as ſhall he aſſigned 
him, and exhibite- io the Presbyterie. juch Theſes.« as expreſſe the ſumme, 
thereof, and maintairaYDiſpute upon them. | 

6 He Poll Preach before the People, the Prechyterie or ſome of the Mi- 
nifters of the Word appointed by them, being preſent. | 

7: The proportion of bis gifts in. relation to tbe place unto which be is 
called , ſhall be conſidered. 8 Beſide 
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; $8 Beſide the triall of bis gifts in "Fl be ſhall undergoe an exa+ 
mination in the premiſſe; two ſeverall dayes or more, if the- Presbyterie 
ſpall Judge it necetſary. . | ET HT SHE > 
.. 9 And as for bimthat hath been formerly ordained a Miniſter, and is: 
to be removed 20 another charge, he ſhall bring a Teſtimoniall of |bis Ordis, 
nation, ani of his abilitier and converſation, whereupon his fitneſſe for. 
that place ſhall be tryed by bis Preaching there, and ( if it ſpall be judged. 


neceſſary ) by a further examination.of him. . 


- In all which he being approved, he is to be.ſent to the Church, 
where he is to ſerve, there to Preach three ſeverall dayes, and to, 
converſe with the people, that they may have triall of: his gifts 
for theifedification, and may. have.tinic and occaſion to inquire 
into, and the better to know: his life and converſation. _ 

# 4: Inthe laſt of theſe three dayes appointed for the triall of his: 


gifts.in Preaching,. there ſhall be ſent from the Presbitery to the. 
Congregation a- publike- intimation Jin. writing, which: ſhall be 


publikely read before the people, and after affixed to the Church, 
door, To ſighifiethat ſuch a'day a competent number of the Mem- 


bers of that Congregation nominated-by themlelves, ſhall appeare 


before: the Presbyterie, .to give their conſent and approbation to. 
ſuch a man to be their Miniſter :- Or otherwiſe to put in_with all 

Chriſtian diicretijon and meeknefle, what exceptions they have a+. 

gainſt him. And ifupon the day appointed, there be no juſt excep-.- 
tion againſt him, but the people give their conſent; then the Prel- 

byterie ſhall proceed to Ordination.. 


_ -- 5: Upon the dayappointed for Ordination, which is to be per-- 


formed jnthat Church where he that is to be ordained is to ſerve. 
A olemne faſt ſhall be kept by the Congregation, . that they. may: 


the more earneſtly joyne in. prayer. for a. bletling upon the ordi- 


nance of Chritt,, and the labours of his Servants for their. good, 
The Presbyterie-ſhall come to the place, or at leaſt three or foure-: 
Miniſters of che Word ſhall be ſeat thithe: from the Presbyterie, 
of which one appointed by the Pregbyterie, ſhall Preach to the: 
people.concerning tlie. office and duty of the Miniſters of. Chriſt, , 
and how the people ought to receive them for their works fake. . , 
6 After the Sermon, the Miniſter who hath Preached, ſhall in- 
the face .of the Congregation demand of. him who is now to be 
ordained concerning his faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and his perſwaſion 
of the Truth of the Reformed .Religion. according to the Scrip=- 
wcty | ture; 
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ture; his fincore Intentions and endsin defiring to enrer jto this 
Calling; his diligence in Praying, Reading, Meditation, Preach- 
ing, miniſtring the Sacraments, Diſcipline, and doing all othee 
Minifteriall duties reward his charge; his zeal and faithfulneſſein 
maintaining:the Truth of the Goſpel, and:Unity' of the” Church 
againſt Errour and Schiſme; his care that himſelfe end his Fa- 
mily may beunblameable and examples to theflock ; his willing- 
nefie and humility in meeknefle of Spirit to ſubmit unto the ad- 
 monitions of his Brethren and Diſcipline of the Church, and his 
refolution to continue in his duty-againſt all troubles and* perfe- 
CULTOn. a FE = Ws bh 9, 
7 Inall which having declared himfelf, profefſed his/ willing - 
neffe, and promiſed his endeavours by the helpof God. The Mi- 
niſter likewiſe ſhall demand ofthe people concerning their wil- 
lingneſſe to receive and acknowledge him as the Miniſter of 
Chriſt, and to obey and ſabmit-unto- him, as having rule over 
them in the Lord, and to-maintaine, encourage, and aflift him in 
all the parts ofhis office. ER, X 
8 Whichbeing mutually promiſed bythe people; the Presbyte- 
Ty, of the Miniſters ſent from-them for Ordination,ſhall folemnly 


ſec him apart to the Office and'Work of the Miniſtry, by- laying 
their hands on him, which is to be acconipanied: with a ſhort 
Prayer, or Bleſling to this effe&t, Es OF 


: Thankfully acknwheadging the great merey of God, in ſending Tees 
on for the Redemption of bis People, and for his afcention to the right 
hand of the Father, and thence pourmg out bis Spirit, and giving gifts 
2) Men, Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Prophets, Paſtors, and Teachers, for the 
gathering and building up of bis Church, and for fitting and enclining 
this man to this great Work ; To entreat him to fill him with his holy 
Spirit, to give bim ( whom: in his Name we thus ſet apart to this holy: 
Service ) to fulfill the Work of bis Mdiniftry in all things, that he may 
both ſave himſelfe and the People committed to'bis charge, | 


9 This or the like forme of Prayer or Blefling being ended, let 
the Miniſter who Preached, briefly exhort him. to conſider the 
greitnefle of his Officeand Work, rhe danger of negligence both 
ro himſclte and his people, the Bleſſing which wilt accompany 
his faithfulneſſe in this life and that to come; And withall ex- 

_ hortthe People to F* themſelves to him as to their Miniſter = 
nes uo 
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the Lond actording to their Ped premiſe made before. And 6: 
by op oe commending Him and his Flock to the grace of 
God. Afterthe finging of a Pialme, let the Aflembly be difmitied. 
wich a Bleſhng. = PTE 
19 If a Minifier be deligned toa'Congregation,who hath been 
formerly ordained Prexbyter according to the forme of Ordina«. 
tion which hath been in the Church of England, which we hold 
for {ubttance to be valid, and not to be diiclaimed by any who. 
have received it ; I hen there being a-cautious proceeding in mat- 
ter of examination, let him be admitted without any new. Or- 
dination. 4) | SL ] 
11 Andin caſe anyperſonalready ordained Miniſter in Scet- 
land, or in any reformed Church, bedefigned to a Congregation 
in E7gland, he isto bring from that Church to the Presbytery 
here, within which that Congregation is, a fufhcient Teftimoniall 
of his Ordination, of his life and converſation while he lived: 
with them, and of the cauſes of his removall z and to undergoe 
fach a triall of his fitnefle and ſufficiency ; And to have the ſame 
courſe held with him in other particulars, as is ſet downe in. the 
rule immediatly going, before touching.examination & admiſlion. 

12 That Records be<carefully kepr in the ſeverall Presbyteries 
of the Names of the perſons Ordained with their Teſtimonials, 
the time and place of their Ordination, of the Presbyters who 
did impoſe hands upon them, and of the charge to which they 
are appointed, LE 

13 That no Money or gift of what kinde ſoever ſhall be recei- 
ved from the perſon to be ordained, or from any on his behalfte 
for Ordination, or oaght elſe belonging to it, by any of the Preſ- 
bytery, or any appertaining to any of them, upon what pretence 
ſoever. | 

' Thus far the ordinary rules: and conre of Ordination in the ordinary 
way. Toat which concernes tbe extraordinary way, requiſite 10 be 
209 prattiſed, followeth : 

1 In tneſe preſent exigencies,while we cannot have any Presby« 
teries formed up to their whole power and worke, and that ma- 
ny Minitters are to be ordained for the Service of the Armies and 
Navie, and to many Congregations where there is no Miniſter at 


all, and where ( by reaſon of the publike troubles) the people 


cannot either themſelves enquire out and finde one, wh» may be a 
faichfull Miniſter for them, or have any with ſafety ſent unto 


| them 


| DS. ry 
them forſuch a ſolemn tryall as was before mentioned in the or- 
 dinary rules, eſpecially when there can be no Presbytery neere 
_ unto them, -towhom they may addrefle themſelves, or which may 
 comearlſend to them a tit man to be ordained in that Congre- 
gation, and for that people. And yer notwithitanding it is requi= 
fice thit Miniſters be ordained for them, by ſo:ne who being ſer 
apart" themſelves tor the worke of the Miniſtry; have power to 
joyne in the ſetting apart of others. who .are found fic and wor- 
thy : Inthele caſes, untill by Gode' blefling the atoreſaid difh- 
cylties may-/be in ſome good meaſure removed, let ſome godly 
Miniſters in or about the City of London, be 1:figned by publike 
authority, who being affociated may ordaine Minilters tor the 
City, and the Vicinicy, keeping as neere to -the ordinary rules 
forementioned: as-poflibly they.may- - And let this aſſociation be 
for no other intent or purpoſe, but onely for the worke of Ordi- 
nation. | 
. 2: Let the like aſſociation be made by the ſame authority in 
great Towns and the neighbouring Pariſhes in the ſeverall Coun- 
tics, which are at the preſent quiet and undiſturbed, to doe the 
like for the parts adjacent, ET i 

13. Let ſuch as are choſen or appointed for the ſervice of the 
Armies or Navie be ordained as aboveſaid by the afſociated Mini- 
ſters of Londen, or ſome others in thg,Countries. 

4 Letthem do the like whengny man ſhall duly and lawfully 
be recommended to them forthe Miniſtry of any Congragnitn, 
who cannot enjoy liberty to have a tryall of his uy and abili- 
ties, and defire the help of ſach Miniſters ſo aſſociated for the 
better furaiſhing of them with a Perfon,as by them ſhall be judged 
fit for the iervice of that Church and people» 


e 


©. Cornelis Burges Prolocutor, pro tempore, 


Henry Roborongh, Scrib. 
Adoniram Byfield, Scrib. 
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